The tablelike structures of sun-dried brick which have been found in several cemeteries of Attica (see fig. 1 )1 have long been recognized as early Attic tombs, and the surmise that they were once decorated with terracotta plaques of the type of the well-known ones in Berlin has been generally accepted. On this cumulative evidence it seems reasonable to suppose that the slabs in question decorated quadrangular tomb structures, though it must be admitted that the final proof is missing-a tomb with the slabs actually in place.
.14 Here the mattress is laid over the crowning volute but does not conceal it. But the representation on our plaque is not of the later sixth century. It is about a century earlier and is in relief. It therefore has every right to look different. The type of couch is evidently the same-that is, the rectangular leg at the head is higher than that at the foot, but the top is hidden by the mattress. That the relation of the different planes does not make this quite clear is what we might expect in a seventh-century representation.
The overwhelming arguments in favor of the authenticity of the plaque, or plaques rather, are, first, their physical condition-the convincing surfaces of the black glaze, especially where diluted, and of the red accessory color-and, second, the consistent, seventh-century style. Now that we have in comparatively recent times, through the excavations at Vari, Aegina, and the Athenian Agora and Kerameikos, become more familiar with Attic seventh-century art, we recognize that the renderings on our plaques-for instance, of the garments (with lower himations in two sections), the hair (with horizontal wads sometimes fork- The consequences of the rehabilitation of these reliefs are considerable. We can now push back the period of the known use of the rectangular tomb structure another few decades; for that these plaques belonged to a series which decorated such a tomb is suggested by the subject of the decoration, by the fact that there are two companion pieces, by the absence of suspension holes, and by the 15 For the garments cf. our fig. 3 
